Letter of Co-operation (LOC) between
YSLME PMO and NOWPAP RCU

on building up a Yellow Sea Partnership for protection of marine and coastal
environment in the Yellow Sea

1. Background

The UNDP/GEF project “Reducing Environmental Stress in the Yellow Sea Large
Marine Ecosystem (YSLME)” has officially started after the Launching Ceremony and
the first Project Steering Committee Meeting held 7-8 March 2005 in Seoul, Korea.
The objective of the YSLME project is “ecosystem-based, environmentally-
sustainable management and use of the YSLME and its watershed by reducing
development stress and promoting sustainable exploitation of the ecosystem from a
densely populated, heavily urbanized and industrialized semi-enclosed shelf sea”.
The Project Management Office (PMO) is responsible for an overall implementation
of the project.

The Action Plan for the Protection, Management and Development of the Marine and
Coastal Environment of the Northwest Pacific Region (NOWPAP) was adopted in
1994 as an integral part of UNEP Regional Seas Programme, aiming at the “wise
use, development and management of the coastal and marine environment so as to
obtain the utmost long-term benefits for the human populations of the region, while
protecting human health, ecological integrity and the region’s sustainability for future
generations”. The Regional Coordinating Unit (RCU) is responsible for
implementation of the NOWPAP programme of work.

Following the exchange of information and discussing potential areas and
mechanisms for co-operation in protection of marine and coastal environment in the
Yellow Sea, the YSLME PMO and the NOWPAP RCU agreed to form the “Yellow
Sea Environment Partnership” for effective co-operation in the protection of the
marine and coastal environment, and sustainable use of marine and coastal
resources in the Yellow Sea.

- Potential Areas for Co-operation

The YSLME PMO and NOWPAP RCU share the view that the partnership and co-
operation should focus on the following areas:

(i) Sharing data & information obtained from both parties, based on the data
policies agreed by the governing bodies of both parties. It is anticipated
that a co-operative mechanism for data & information services could be
developed between the NOWPAP Data and Information Network Regional
Activity Centre (DINRAC) and the YSLME GIS database and meta
database, to maximise benefits to the participating countries;






