“Towards a Yellow Sea Network of Marin Protected Areas”
Agreements made at the 1st MPA network meeting
20-21 October 2009 Gimpo City, Republic of Korea

Following presentations from representatives of the delegates from R. Korea and China on the major problems of the MPAs, the causes of those problems and how the network can help, a number of commonalities were found. Participants agreed on:
1. The necessity of a Yellow Sea MPA network and its usefulness in protecting biodiversity
2. The need to strengthen the designation and legal status of MPA to prevent the status being changed to other uses
3. The importance of the exchange of personal to encourage the sharing of management skills, information and experiences as a method for improving management of MPAs.
4. Need for public participation in MPA network and the urgent need to increase public awareness of the benefits of conservation
5. Capacity building on MPA managers to improve management

Following the presentation of the draft rules and procedures, the meeting agreed 
6. The members of the network should involve those MPAs that approved at least by the  provincial government at the initial stage 

7. An additional sentence should be added to the Rules of Procedure of the network deal with special cases that don’t have MPA designation
8. The secretariat should be initially in the YSLME project

9. The network should welcome more members

10. To adopt the rules and framework for the Yellow Sea MPA Network as presented at the meeting with the additional provisions documented in Points 1- 4.
Workplan for 2010

The chair summarised discussion and suggested that in 2010:

11. The MPA target monitoring activity should be focused on benthos and the establishment of the importance of benthos for birds. 
12. To this effect the next meeting should be held in Yalu Nature Reserve so that members can participate in the Yalu benthic monitoring and training course that will take place. Dates will be decided later on consultation with WWF/Liaoning province/Dandong City that are performing the benthic survey.

13. Improving public awareness activities should be a major component

14. Making one day for a special MPA day for the implementation of similar public awareness activity in both countries together

Finally:
1. Participants signed a document agreeing, based on their personal experience, to establish the Yellow Sea MPA network and start the agreed activities as the initiation of the network operation.

2. Participants agreed on the “Joint Statement” as documented on Pg. 109 of the meeting proceedings

